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case of vacancys by death or absence in the stations of first and second the
next in turn below the Major are to fill up such vacancys.
7.   Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts and Mr. Manningham are to preside in the
said committee for a month each in their turns, but in case of the death or
absence of any of the said gentlemen the first and second for the time being
are to preside alternately.
8.   Wee  further direct  that  the  following   named  persons  be  a  select
committee to manage and transact affairs upon the plann laid down in our
General Letter of the llth of February 1756 viz.,
Robert    Clive    Esqr,    if    in    Bengal
William Watts Esqr.
Major James Killpatrick, but never to
rise higher in this committee
than third in station.
Mr. Charles Manningham
Mr. Richard Becher
9.    As it is proposed this committee should always consist of five persons,
in case therefore of the death or absence of any  of the beforementioned,
Mr. Frankland is to fill up such vacancy, and the gentlemen composing this
committee are to preside monthly in turn as directed  with respect to the
general committee.
10.    The difficulty wee are under to determine absolutely to what causes
in general and  to whose misconduct in particular  wee  are  to   ascribe the
immence loss the Company as well as their servants and private merchants
have sustained in that of their settlements in Bengal hath determined us to
wave fixing for  the present a President and Council,  but the publick voice
running so strong against the late President Mr. Roger Drake Junr,7 and the
great inveteracy which the Nabob hath conceived  and expressed (whether
justly  or  injuriously)  against  that gentleman,  as has  been represented   by
Admiral Wattson from  a letter he had received from the Nabob and hath
allso appeared by that to President Pigot at Fort St. George and wee have
since been informed of from Colonel Clive, these reasons have laid us under a
necessity   of   leaving   Mr.   Drake   out   of   the   committees   beforementioned.
Should it be in that unhappy gentleman's power to give us any further lights
into his conduct so as to set it before us in a more favourable view than it
appears at present, and can so far justify himselfe with the Nabob as to clear
himselfe from those imputations by which he hath incurred his displeasure,
wee shall always be ready to do him justice.
11.    By  the last advices from Bengal wee have some reason to flatter
ourselves that the Nabob has listned to pacifick measures and that he has
agreed to reinstate the Company in their possessions, rights and privileges and
made an ample restitution for the losses wee have sustained and the immence
expences wee have and shall be put to.   Should an accommodation not be
entirely agreed to upon the receipt of this, pacifick measures must if possible
be the foundation you are to build on as the best means for .promoting the
commercial interest of the Company and avoiding the heavy expences which
a state of war must necessarily produce and the Company at this juncture
are so littk abfe to bear,